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A 


SERMON 


ON THE 


FESTIVAL OF ST. PATRICK, 


THE APOSTLE OF IRELAND. 


Behold a great Prelate, who in his days pleaſed 
God, and was found righteous; and in the 
time of wrath became an atonement. 

ECCLES. c. XLIV. 


To pleaſe the Lord in quality of an en- 
lightened, holy and zealous prelate, who de- 
clares to men his adorable will, promulgates 
his law, defends his worſhip, extends the 
bleſſed influence of his religion, becomes one 
of its brighteſt ornaments, and with heroic 
charity immolates himſelf as a victim to ap- 
peaſe the wrath of Heaven, and promote the 
temporal and eternal felicity of his fellow 

| A 2 creatures, 


1 
creatures, is to unite in one point of view all 
the features which form the moſt beautiful 
portrait, all the excellencies that conſtitute a 
character which muſt attract the love, and 
command the veneration of men even to the 
end of time. Such was the character, ſuch 
the greatneſs and excellence of the illuſtrious 
Saint, whoſe Feſtival we are aſſembled to ſo- 
lemnize on this day, and in this temple, which, 
in a ſpecial manner, under his patronage, is 
devoted to the honor and glory of the Living 
God. The buds of every opening virtue em- | 
belliſhed his early youth. The more he ad- 
vanced in life, the more rapid was his pro- 
greſs in every branch of perfection: the more 
was his mind illuminated by truth, his piety 
nouriſhed by holy contemplation, and his 
heart inflamed with celeſtial love. In the 
decline of his life his ripened endowments 
loſt nothing, of their bloom ; and the depart- 
ing ſun, which ſmiled on the end of his ca- 
reer, ſurpaſſed in ſplendor the morning beams 
which uſhered in his birth. 


Shall I mention his miraculous works in 
this incredulous age? Yes, my brethren, the 
ite 4 truth 
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truth of them is ſupported by authorities the 
moſt indiſputable, by his hiſtorians both of 
the Catholic and Proteſtant communion. It 
were to controvert all human evidence to 
deny, that, impowered by Omnipotence, he 
ſpake, and nature obeyed his voice: he com- 
manded, and all the elements were ſubmil- 
five to his laws: the fire ſuſpended the acti- 
vity of its flames; death ſurrendered up its 
prey ; the ſtormy ſeas inſtantly huſhed their 
roaring billows ; and, ſupported by theſe ſtu- 
pendous prodigies, Religion erected her altars 
on the ruins of error and impiety ; while every 
Pagan temple tottered on its baſis, the prieſts 
fled affrighted from their falling ſhrines, and 
the oracles of idolatry were ſtruck dumb for 
ever. Thus did earth and heaven together 
proclaim aloud, . Behold a great Prelate, 
who in his days pleaſed, God, and was 
found righteous, and in the time of wrath 
became an atonement.” 


Amidſt ſuch abundance of materials for 
framing a diſcourſe calculated to exalt his 
glory, and edify your piety, I am forced to 
acknowledge that the luxuriance of the ſub- 
ae ject 


(9 

zet renders me unable to do it juſtice. Burt, 
as I come not here to dazzle and ſurpriſe, 
but to inſtruct, to exhort, and encourage you 
to virtue, I ſhall content myſelf with ſingling 
out ſome leading circumſtances of his life, 
and making on them ſome reflections which 
you may all apply with advantage to your 
own moral conduct: that ſo the celebrity 
of this day may not be confined to a paſling 
feſtivity and joy, but may lead you to an imi- 
tation of his virtues, and qualify you for 
being admitted to triumph with him in the 
manſions of everlaſting bliſs. Oh! do thou, 
venerable, great, and glorious Saint, look 
down from thy bright abode with an eye of 
tenderneſs on theſe people, the deſcendants 
of thoſe who were once the objects of thy 
pious care and inexpreſſible charity; exert 
thy intereſt for them at the Throne of 
Grace ; and thus, by the organ of my voice, 
ſtill continue to enlighten them with wiſdom, 
and form them to goodneſs ! 


When the over-ruling providence of the 
Moſt High ſingles out any of his creatures 


for extraordinary and- heroic atchievements, 
| and 
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and determines to make them the inſtruments 
of his gracious defigns to the inhabitants of 
the earth, he infuſes into their ſouls various 
gifts and graces, and procures them a thou- 
ſand favourable occaſions, which lead on to 
the great work for which they are deſtined; 
their heart is, in a ſpecial manner, in his 
hand; he guides their inclinations, and foſ- 
ters, with unremitting care, the ſeed of the 
goſpel, which he ſows in their hearts—that 
ſeed, which by their miniſtry ſhall after- 
wards grow up into a ſtately tree, whoſe 
branches ſhall ſupport, whoſe luxuriant fo- 
liage ſhall ſhelter, and whoſe fruits ſhall nou- 
Triſh the nations of the earth. Such was the 
conduct of the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
with regard to St. Patrick. Born, as he in- 
forms us in a work which he entitled, His 
Confeſſion, born of a noble family, he was 
gifted, on coming into the world, with thoſe 
ingenuous diſpoſitions which excite the moſt 
flattering hopes. He was generous in his 
inclinations, ſweet and ſerene in his temper, 
and his heart was naturally averſe from in- 
temperance and every ſpecics of vice. Theſe 
pleaſing promiſes were confirmed by an early 
culture 
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6 
culture of his mind, and by a happy educa- 


tion. Domeſtic examples daily exhibited be- 
fore his eyes, were ſo many leſſons of virtue 
enforced by the moſt perſuaſive and com- 
manding eloquence. His juſt and upright 
father walking faithfully before the Lord; 


his pious and tender mother, who ſanctified 


the love of her ſpouſe by the more ardent love 
of her celeſtial bridegroom, ſecluded from the 
diſſipations and vanities of life, and confined 
within the circle of their own duties, peace- 
fully purſued their way, hand in hand, to 
heaven, and led their children with them in 
the paths of holineſs, in a life ſuch as 1s 
{ſuitable to the excellence of the Chriſtian's 
vocation. Such were the firſt bleſſings with 
which Heaven prepared this veſſel of election, 
appointed, like another St. Paul, to carry the 
name of God to Gentiles and Princes, and 
open to them the treaſures of eternal life, 
Happy that, like ſo many other youths, at an 
age when the heart is eaſily tainted, and 
deeply affected by its firſt impreſſions, he did 
not inhale the poiſon of iniquity with his 
early breath, nor find the ſource of his own 
guilt and miſery in the morals of thoſe, 

| who 


SE 
who were, under God, the authors of his 
exiſtence, F 


Chriſtian parents, it is not in the power 
of your children to procure theſe advantages 
for themſelves, but you can procure them for 
your offspring : and if you do it not, you are 
unjuſt, unnatural, and baſely criminal. Their 
virtue, and, conſequently, their temporal and 
eternal happineſs depends on nothing ſo 
much as on the education you beſtow, and the 
example which you ſet before them. They 
are under your immediate inſpection and 
guidance, when their reaſon firſt opens, and 
their ideas begin to be collected and affociated 
together: at a ſeaſon, when their paſſions are 
tender, pliable, and eaſily directed; when their 
minds, like ſoft wax, are ſuſceptible of any 
impreſſion, and their little ſouls may be 
moulded and faſhioned according to your 
pleaſure. For you their hearts glow with 
filial affection; you nature has taught them 
to venerate ; to you they inſtinctively look 
up for aſſiſtance and ſupport ; to you for ad- 
vice and counſel. Remember, therefore, that 
their ſouls will be demanded at your hands. 

B You 
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You have taken upon you a heavy charge. 
You have it in your power to form members 
of the common-wealth, who may be bleſſings 
and ornaments to their age and country, the 
conſolation of your grey hairs, the ſupport of 
your feeble and tottering ſteps, and the joy of 
your fouls, when you defcend into the grave: 
you can rear up ſaints, with whom you may 
hereafter exult in bliſs for everlaſting ages 
and you can make them the pefts and nui- 
fances of ſociety, cloud all their cheering 
proſpects, facrifice the noble powers of their 


minds and hearts at the ſhrine of low fen=- 


fuality, render them wretched on earth, in- 
volve them in eternal perdition, and give 
them cauſe to curſe the moment when firſt 


they beheld the light of day. 


What a dreadtul alternative! Oh!] you 
tenderly careſs them, while parental joy 


ſparkles in your eyes. You fondly embrace 
them as the deareſt half of your own fouls. 


'Your hearts bleed for their misfortunes more 


than for your own. You tenderly ſupply their 
infant wants, you labour to provide them 
an cſtabliſhment-in the world, and to open 


before 
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before them the path that leads to proſperity, 
honour, and felicity. In all this your con- 
duct is truly laudable. But are theſe the con- 
cerns to which you are to give the principal 
attention? This world and its emoluments 
which paſs away like fleeting ſhadows !— 
external graces and accompliſhments which 
have ſo limited a duration !—the body which 
in a few years ſhall crumble to duſt ! 
'Trifling are theſe conſiderations, when com- 
pared with the intereſts of the ſoul, which 
ſhall Aouriſh for ever in blooming youth and 
unabated vigor. Be that the object of your 
chieteſt care, Preſerve the ſouls of your little 
ones pure and unſullied : decorate them with 
every lovely ornament : and while the ſoil is 
yet unencumbered by noxious weeds, ſow the 
good ſeed which may ſhoot up into abundant 
fruits of righteouſneſs. Thus ſhall your 
children prove your joy, your crown, and 
your glory in the Lord, 


The good principles which a pious educa- 
tion had rooted in the heart of St. PATRICE, 
were all confirmed and perfected in the 
{chool of adverſity; for at the age of ſix- 
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teen he was ſeized by pirates, carried from 
his own land, and ſold as a ſlave. He was 
a ſecond Joſeph, deſtined at a future time to 
diſpenſe the bread of life to the country to 
which he was led in captivity, and fave it 
from an univerſal ſpiritual famine : Himſelf 
gives an account of his employment and de- 
meanour, during a ſix years ſlavery, in this 
beautiful ſimplicity of language: My 
conſtant buſineſs,” ſays he, © was to feed 
ſwine. I was frequent in prayer, the fear 
and love of God more and more filled and 
inflamed my heart : my faith was enlarged, 
and my ſpirit augmented, ſo that I prayed a 
hundred times a day, and almoſt as often in 
the night. I roſe to prayer before the morn- 
ing's dawn, in the ſnow, in the froſt, in the 
rain, and yet I received no injury ; nor was 
I affected with flothfulneſs; for then the 
ſpirit of God was warm within me.“ 
Thus, in poverty, in. abjection, and miſery, 
he feared and he ſuffered no evil, becauſe 
God was with him. How little could he be 
afflicted by temporal calamity, who dwelt in 
thought among divine and heavenly. objects, 


and whoſe immortal ſpirit {ſmiled with diſ- 


dain 
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dain on the ſhadowy forms, and tranſient vis 


ciflitudes, on which the deluded multitude 
gaze with ſo much admiration |! 


Here is encouragement, here is comfort, 
here a model of virtue, for you, my brethren, 
whom the Lord, in the diſpenſations of his 
providence, has placed in a ſituation lowly 
and mean in the opinion of men, in the 
humble walks of life, and whoſe eyes can 
meet only diſtreſſing and gloomy proſpects. 
Oh! did you view your ſituation in the light 
of heaven, your poverty and toil could never 
give you much uneaſineſs. Thus would 
you reaſon within yourſelves : I am a citizen 
of the heavenly Jeruſalem, my hopes are cen- 
tered in that inheritance, of which Jeſus hath 
taken poſſeſſion for me: and would the proſ- 
perities, the riches and pleaſures of this 
world contribute to render me fit for it ? 
Would they not rather prove an obſtacle to 
my noble purſuits? Would they not be in- 
cumbrances in my paſſage through time to 
eternity, make the path which leads to life 

ſtill more narrow, and ſtrew it over with 
more abundant thorns? Alas | if I feel my 
affections 
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affections ſo cloſely wedded to the earth, full 
of pains and evils as I find it; what would 
be my diſpoſitions, if all went ſmoothly on, 
if every object around me wore a gay and 
' ſmiling aſpect, and invited me to place my 
happineſs in worldly wealth and ſenſual en- 
Joyments? Oh! the tide of proſperity would 
probably have borne me away far from truth, 
far from virtue and my ſovereign good, down 
to the abyſs of everlaſting perdition. I ſhould 
reſemble the victims, which the Pagans deſ- 
tined for ſacrifice, which were pampered with 
delicacies, and crowned with garlands af 
flowers, while the fire with which they were 
to be conſumed, and the knife with which 
they were to be {laughtered, were ready pre- 
pared on the altar, 


St. PATRICK having, after ſeven years, 
eſcaped the hardſhips of ſlavery, fell into a 
ſecond captivity ; but was at length reſtored 
to his diſconſolate parents. Here he entered 
on a new ſcene of action, in which his virtue 
was expoſed to many perils, A diſtinguiſhed 
birth, the ſolicitations of his friends, pro- 
ſpects of promotion, the flattering career of 

4 ambition, 


("O17 
ambition, and all the gilded clouds that 
dazzle the eyes of youth, ſpread out before 
him, invited him to devote the high powers 
of his mind, his excellent endowments, and 
noble affections, to the attainment of earthly 
emoluments and greatneſs. But heaven had 
deſigned him for enterpriſes and atchieve- 
ments tranſcending all that conſtitutes hu- 
man glory, as far as eternity 1s extended be- 
yond the boundaries of time. As he was one 
night ruminating on the advice of his parents, 
who were ſolicitous for his eſtabliſhment 
near themſelves, he fell into a profound ſleep, 
and like St. Paul, who, as we read in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles,* was called to preach 
in Macedonia, by a man of that nation 
appearing to him in a viſion. PATRICE 
thought he ſaw a native of Ireland ſtand- 
ing before him, holding in his hand a 
number of letters, one of which he pre- 
{ſented to him, in which were written 
theſe words: The woice of the Triſh: and, 
at the ſame time, he fancied he ſaw the chil- 
dren ſuppliantly ſtretching out their hands to 
him, and heard the inhabitants crying out 
with one voice: We entreat the holy youth lo 


come 
* Acts c. xvi. 
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came and walk amongſt us. With a mind en- 
lightened, and affections warmed by the 
rays of divine grace, he inſtantly ſtarted up 
from his repoſe, with collected firmneſs 
broke all the chains which were prepared to 
attach him to this world, and determined to 
labour for the converſion of that kingdom. 


Knowing that the lips of the prieſt ought 
to be the depoſitaries of ſcience, to propagate 
wiſdom, to defend the doctrines of revelation 
againſt the inroads of error, and prevent it 

from disfiguring truth, which is ever one and 
invariable: penetrated likewiſe with a tho- 
rough conviction, that learning and talents, 
without piety and ſolid virtue, are like flaſhes 
of lightning which dazzle while they are 
pregnant with deſtruction, and ſpread abroad 
an odour of death; he determined to travel 
into thoſe countries, which were then the 
chief ſeats of learning and religion, that ſo 
he might ſtore his mind with wiſdom, and 
invigorate in himſelf every virtuous diſpo- 
ſition. Accordingly, he traverſed France 
and Italy, conſulting the greateſt lights of the 
age. There you might ſee him, at one time, 


ſtudying 


1 
ſtudying the ſacred oracles under the care and 
guidance of St. Martin of Tours, and St. 
- Germanus, Biſhop of Auxerre : at another, 
retiring to the Hermits who inhabited an 
iſland in the Tyrenian ſeas, and to the cloiſters 
of holy monks, joining fervent prayer to his 
ſacred ſtudies, and the ſubduing of his body 


to the application of his mind. 


At length he is conſecrated biſhop, and 
haſtens without delay to the coaſts of Ireland. 
Oh! how little did that favoured iſland then 
know the bleſſings that were wafting to 
it by the propitious gale that brought him to 
its ſhore. There he appears as a morning 
ſtar, announcing the riſing of the Sun of Juſ- 
tice, which ſhould diſpel the thickeſt gloom 
of error, and the peſtilential vapours of ini- 
quity, with which the whole atmoſphere was 
fatally infected, and extend its enlivening 
beams to every part of the country. There 
he erects a tabernacle to the True and Ever- 
laſting God, where his adorable name was 
unknown, and his homage uſurped by falfe 
divinities ; where every vice and abomination 
was ſcated on its altar, and received the ſa- 

C crilegious 
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crilegious incenſe of its blind and abandoned 
votaries. The Princes of the nation furi- 
ouſly raged together, and imagined a vain 
thing againſt the Lord and againſt his anoint- 
ed; but PATRICK, by the wiſdom of his doc- 
trines, the ſanctity of his life, and his ſtu- 
pendous miracles, ſoon captivated their un- 
derſtandings in obedience to faith, 'To re- 
count all the labours of his apoſtolical miſſion, 
and to enumerate all the trophies of divine 
grace erected by his victorious zeal, it would 
be neceſſary to detain you for many days: 
ſuffice it to ſay, that wherever he purſued his 
courſe bleſſings attended all his ſteps. At his 
approach, as at the dawn of primeval light, 
the darkneſs that overſpread the land was in- 
ſtantly diſpelled : Ireland, like another chaos, 
was compoled into order; the powers of hell 
were bound in chains ; falſehood and iniquity 
ſunk into the ſhades of night ; juſtice and 
truth aſſumed uncontrolled dominion ; and 
virtue and religion, with all their attendant 
graces, preſented their lovely form, captiva- 
ted the hearts of the children of men, ſoftened 
their ferocious manners, harmonized their 


diſcordant paſſions, and led them, by gentle 
4 but 
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but irreſiſtible force, into the ways of inno- 
cence, peace and happineſs. 


Under his benign auſpices many monaſ- 
teries were erected. The venerable remains 
of ſome of them are ſtill conſpicuous. Vir- 
gins and widows he initiated in the laws of 
continence and chaſtity. The ſolitudes he 
peopled with penitents, and the cloiſters with 
religious, ſo numerous, that the monaſtery of 
Bangor alone contained two thouſand four 
hundred perfons, who, dividing themſelves 
into twenty-four bands, one for each hour of 
the day and night, emulated the celeſtial choirs 
by inceſſantly chanting the praiſes of the 
Moſt High. Shortly after, academies and 
univerſities were founded in all parts of the 
kingdom, where the putrefying waters of 
profane ſcience were defecated from their cor- 
ruption, and being blended with the limpid 
{treams of evangelical doctrine, formed a deep 
and majeſtic river, which fertilized all the 
provinces of Europe, when the Iriſh faints 
and ſages, powerful in word and work, ſpread 
themſelves abroad to enrich the earth with 
their accumulated treaſures of wiſdom. Yes, 
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my brethren, if Carmel was renowned for its 
prophets, Thebais for the number and ſanc- 
tity of its religious ſolitaries, Greece for its 
learning; Ireland, it may be ſaid without ex- 
ageration, united the praiſe of all the three; 
it was an iſland of ſaints, an abode of pro- 
phets, and a center, from which the rays of 
ſcience diverged to all the nations of the 
world. Oh! when called out of this world 
to receive the reward of his labours, with 
what conſcious joy of heart, and pure de- 
light, did the venerable prelate look back on 
the labours he had gone through, the dangers 
he had encountered, the battles he had 
fought, and the triumphs of his zeal over 
the enemies of the Living God ! With what 
extaſy might he ſay with St. Paul, “ have 
«« fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 
* courſe, and there is now reſerved for me 
a crown of juſtice which the Lord will ren- 
* der to ne.. | 


He is now delightfully abſorbed in the con- 
templation and ſecure poſſeſſion of his Sove- 
reign Good, and drinking of thoſe rivers of 
pleaſure, which flow at God's right hand, for 

evermore. 
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evermore. But, alas! if any thing could 
diſturb his peace in the regions of heavenly 
bliſs, it would be to ſee the nation which he 
watered with his tears and with his blood, 
now ſo changed, ſo fallen. Oh! Ireland, 
iſland of ſaints, flouriſhing garden of bloom- 
ing virtue, faireſt portion of the Chriſtian 
Church, how art thou now neglected, disfi- 
gured, and over-run with noxious weeds ! 
Who, but muſt drop a tear over thy diſmal 
ruins ! The ſtones of thy ſanctuary have been 
ſcattered in the ſtreets : thy prieſts have been 
led captive: the awful fences of thy primitive 
faith violently torn down: the ſacred boun- 
daries, marked by thy apoſtles to prevent the 
pride of human reaſon from incroaching on 
religious myſteries, are now removed: every 
error is propagated where thy children once 
were all united in their adherence to the ſame 
faith and truth: and thy religion has been 
perſecuted with violence and fury unparal- 
leled. Invention has been exhauſted in de- 
viſing every ſpecies of oppreſſion in order to 
extinguiſh it for ever. But let not our ſpirits 
ſink into dejection; fill will the light of 
God's countenance ſhine upon you, A cheer- 
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ing ray darts acroſs the horrid gloom, and 


gladdens my ſoul. I ſee an enlightened le- 


giſlature, under the auſpices of a tolerant, a 


clement and a gracious prince, on the point of 
breaking the cruel chains with which thy 
loyal people have long been bound for con- 
ſcience ſake. I hail the happy hour, and con- 
gratulate our country on its approach, when, 
united to the Britiſh empire by every cloſeſt 
and moſt endearing tye, thy hardy, valorous 
ſons ſhall nerve their arm with redoubled 
ſtrength to repel our common foes—the foes 
at once of juſtice, of humanity, of religion, of 
man, and of God; and to ſecure our com- 


mon proſperity and happineſs. 


Generous, undaunted, - and heroic ſpirits, 
you have preſerved your faith with ſtupen- 
dous perſeverance under the preſſure of every 
earthly calamity heaped upon you for your 
conſtant attachment to it. But oh! when 
ſhall we have the conſolation to ſee that faith, 
for which you ſo much ſuffer, ever attended by 
that correſponding purity of morals, without 
which it is unavailable to ſalvation. Do you 


not know, that faith without works is dead? 
| Oh 


1 


Oh! it would have been better for you never 
to have ſeen the light, than, after having been 
favoured with it, to refuſe to follow its guid- 
ance. In the firſt ages of your country's con- 
verſion, ſuch was the influence of your faith, 
that nothing appeared more extraordinary 
among you, than a man of diffolute conduct : 
now, alas ! there is not any thing more com- 
mon. Now even your ſabbaths, and reli- 
gious ſolemnities are made the incentives to 
vice and diſorder: and when this aſſembly, 
which piety has gathered together in this tem- 
ple to celebrate his memory who firſt con- 
quered your anceſtors from the princes of 
darkneſs, when this aſſembly ſhall be diſ- 
perſed, ſhall we not behold many of you re- 
velling in every ſhameful exceſs, wallowing 
in intemperance, terminating devotion with 
iniquity, and reflecting diſgrace and ſcandal 
on that religion, the tenets of which you ſo 
zealouſly defend. 


Oh ! call to mind the former days. Let 
the exiſting monuments of the piety of your 
anceſtors excite you to emulate their virtues. 


Think on the ſacred ſhrines at which the 
holy 
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holy virgins kept their nocturnal vigils : the 
ſaints, whoſe chaſte bodies are now reſolved 
into hallowed duſt, with which are depoſited 
the aſhes of your relatives, and with which 
the remains of ſome among you may at laſt 
be mingled, to riſe with them and receive a 
final ſentence :—think on the venerable ruins 
of ancient abbeys, on which the 7wining ivy 
expreſſes he union of their former inhabitants 
with Jesus, the chaſte ſpouſe of their ſouls. 
Methinks I hear all theſe cry out to you : 
* Remember the former days ; that golden 
age, when your land, filled with the Spirit 
* of God, was in his eyes a delightful objeft : 
„ when the bleſſed ſpirits above conſidered 
„IRELAND as a nurſery of holineſs, in which 
the lovely /hoots of virtue were watered 
with celeſtial dews, and reared up to be 
« tranſplanted in the heavenly paradiſe, and 
„ flouriſh with them for ever in bleſſed union. 
« Remember the former days, when the 
hearts of your forefathers /onged and fainted 
« for the courts of the Lord; when zealous to 
„promote the glory of the Divine Being, 
and maintain the dignity of religious 
„ worthip, they erefted ſo many MAGRNTTI“U 
ener 
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© CENT TEMPLES conſecrated to the living 
0 God—Remember thoſe days, and do you, 
* each of you, contribute with alacrity a por- 
« tion of your worldly ſubſtance, according 
to your reſpective abilities, towards ſup- 
&« porting this place of worſhip, which is par- 
*« ticularly appropriated to the uſe and bene- 
“fit of your own countrymen.” 


Oh! Chriſtians, if ever ſoft pity throb- 
bed in your breaſts, here indulge its fine and 
delicious feelings. If ever you found com- 
fort in relieving particular diſtreſs, what 
muſt be your comfort 77 contributing to this 
prous eftabliſhment, by which you relieve every 
kind of diſtreſs? Here all the charities πted, 
in one center, will diverge to every ſpecies of 
human miſery. Here your benevolent do- 
nations will introduce wiſdom to enlighten 
the minds of the ignorant ;—grace to ſubdue 
the impetuoſity of lawleſs paſſion ;—gentle. 
neſs to ſmooth away all the aſperities of 
human intercourſe, —and order and peace to 
ſecure the happineſs of all ranks of men; 
religion to wipe away the tears of the un- 
fortunate, to cheer their toilſome journey 


D through 
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through life, and open for'them a gladdening 
proſpect into the regions of immortal bliſs. 


Theſe will be the fruits of your liberality, 
and theſe bleſſings you will beſtow, not on 
the preſent race of men only, but on genera- 
tions yet unborn. 'The light you here cauſe 
to beam forth will propagate rapidly with in- 
creaſing ſplendour. 


In this, likewiſe, you will, do an eſſential 
ſervice to the common-wealth, you will ma- 
nifeſt your love for your country, that noble 
paſſion which burns in every generous breaſt; 
for, by diffuſing the influence of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, you eſtabliſh the loyalty and 
allegiance of the ſubject to the ſovereign on 
the authority of God : on that divine oracle. 
Let every ſoul be ſubject to higher powers ; for 
there ic no power but from God; and thoſe that 
are, are ordained of God. Therefore, he that 
reſijleth the power, refifteth the ordinance of 
God: and they that reſiſt, purchaſe to them- 
ſelves damnation. IVherefore be ſubiject 
for conſcience ſake,.* This is the only firm 


and 


* Rom, c. xiii. 
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and durable baſis of civil ſubordination, and 
ſocial ſecurity and happineſs. Oh ! if you 
would know how much the influence of reli- 
gion is connected with the proſperity and 
felicity of ſtates and empires, caſt your eyes 
on the deplorable condition of a neighbouring 
nation. Since it has degraded and violated 
religion, overturned its altars, and proſcribed 
its miniſters, and ſubſtituted wild theories 
and ſpeculations under the ſpecious name of 
philoſophy, in the place of divine authority, 
and that matured wiſdom which is the reſult 
of the experience of every former age; you 
ſee its ruinous, its deſolate ſtate. Its com- 
merce 1s expiring, its agriculture 1s ne- 
glected; famine and miſery haunt its pro- 
vinces in every frightful form: atheiſm pre- 
fiaes over its councils, and dictates its plans of 
education; deſperation /eads its armies to ra- 
pine and murder; its ſtreets reſound with 


blaſphemies, and all its ways are marked 
with human blood. 


Oh! then remember the former days, 
when the power of faith formed more ſages 
and heroes, and diſpenſed in one day more 

I abundant 
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abundant bleſſings. to mankind, than philo- 
ſophy ever produced from the beginning of 
time. Remember the former days, when 
your anceſtors renounced all to gain CurrsT 
Tesus, whom they now enjoy in unalterable 
bliſs : and do you at leaſt forego every unjuſt 
intereſt and unlawful pleaſure, and ſubdue 
your criminal paſſions, for the ſhort time 
which you have to remain on the earth. Do 
not, for fleeting ſhadows, for groveling gra- 
tifications, forfeit your title to the diadem of 
glory, which they have received, and with 
which Jesus is ready to encircle your brows 
in the city of honour, glory, and eternal fe- 
licity. 


Mr. Arxcutr's SERMONS Þ for all the 
Sundays of the Year having been long out of 
print, and numerous Applications having been 
made for them, ſuch Perſons as wiſh to 
procure them, are deſired to ſend their Names 
to the ſeveral Bookſellers mentioned in the 
Title Page of this Sermon, as ſoon as convo- 
nient, that they may determine on the Expe- 
diency of printing another Edition. 

+ His Volume of Sermons for ſome of the Principal Feſtivals 


of the Year, are now on Sale, Price ſewed Three Shillings and 
SIx-pence, 
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